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The acclaimed New York Times series on social class in America―and its implications for the
way we live our livesWe Americans have long thought of ourselves as unburdened by class
distinctions. We have no hereditary aristocracy or landed gentry, and even the poorest among us
feel that they can become rich through education, hard work, or sheer gumption. And yet social
class remains a powerful force in American life.In Class Matters, a team of New York Times
reporters explores the ways in which class―defined as a combination of income, education,
wealth, and occupation―influences destiny in a society that likes to think of itself as a land of
opportunity. We meet individuals in Kentucky and Chicago who have used education to lift
themselves out of poverty and others in Virginia and Washington whose lack of education holds
them back. We meet an upper-middle-class family in Georgia who moves to a different town
every few years, and the newly rich in Nantucket whose mega-mansions have driven out the
longstanding residents. And we see how class disparities manifest themselves at the doctor's
office and at the marriage altar.For anyone concerned about the future of the American dream,
Class Matters is truly essential reading."Class Matters is a beautifully reported, deeply
disturbing, portrait of a society bent out of shape by harsh inequalities. Read it and see how you
fit into the problem or―better yet―the solution!"―Barbara Ehrenreich, author of Nickel and
Dimed and Bait and Switch

From Publishers WeeklyThe topography of class in America has shifted over the past twenty
years, blurring the lines between upper, middle and lower classes; some have argued that the
concept of class is irrelevant in today's society. While the 14 pieces in this volume (all originally
printed as part of a New York Times series) shed light on a different aspect of class, they all
agree that it remains an important facet of contemporary American culture and draw their
strength by examining class less through argument than through storytelling. The reader, by
following three heart attack victims through very different recoveries, by witnessing the divergent
immigrant experiences of a Greek diner owner and his Mexican line cook, by tracing the life path
of an Appalachian foster child turned lawyer and a single welfare mother turned registered
nurse, or by seeing the world from the perspective of the wife of a "relo" (a six-figure executive
who relocates every few years to climb the corporate ladder), quickly realizes class is defined by
much more than income. The collection has the power of a great documentary film: it captures
the lives and ideas of its subjects in lively, articulate prose that, while grounded in statistics and
research, remains engaging and readable throughout. The result is neither an attack on the rich
nor a lecture to the poor, but a thoughtful consideration of class dynamics. Its empathetic take on
this divisive subject and straightforward prose style will make the book of interest to a wide
range of readers. Recommended.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed



Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorThe New York Times is a daily newspaper
published in New York City and distributed internationally. Founded in 1851, the newspaper has
won 112 Pulitzer Prizes, more than any other news organization. Its website receives 30 million
unique visitors per month.BILL KELLER has worked at The New York Times for more than
twenty years, serving as executive editor, domestic correspondent, foreign correspondent,
foreign editor, managaing editor, and currently as an op-ed columnist. He is the author of The
Tree Shaker, among other books. He won a Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of the Soviet Union in
1989 and was chief of the Johannesburg bureau from 1192 to 1195, witnessing firsthand the
remarkable events that led to the first free election in South Africa. He lives in New York.
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AUTISTICWEREWOLF, “INTERESTING LOOK INTO CLASS... SOCIETY IS DIVIDING INTO
AREAS BASED ON CLASS.... I just finished reading Class Matters on my new Kindle which I
love by the way. I have terrible eyesight and the Kindle's lit reading area and adjustible fonts
were a God send. Baltimore, Maryland and its surrounding environs are collectively some of the
most racially segregated areas in these United States. I live in Towson, Maryland a somewhat
well to do area north of Baltimore City but in Baltimore County. Class Matters used an illustration
of how different classes of people are treated when they each have a heart attack. The poorest
of the poor heart attack victim got no choice of what hospital they went to. The middle class guy
heart attack victim got to choose between a lesser and better hospital's. The rich guy had
friends who insisted he go to the hospital via emegency transport and he was given the option of
choosing between the better and best hospitals. Needless to say both middle and upper class
heart attack victim's had the best post heart attack outcomes.What made me remember this is I
have a retired friend who lives in the luxury building I call home. He had the best doctors. As he
was checked out before upcoming percedures they found much more wrong than expected. He
was rushed off to be seen to right away. I used to live on Medical Assistance. When I went to the
internist on Medical Assistance (Medicaid) I was seen exclusively by Physician Assistants and
Nurse Practioners. The waiting room for poor medicaid patents was a dismal depressing, ill lit
salmon pink colored mess that was filled with funk. Today I see doctors in my middle to upper
middle class area and the waiting rooms are awesome. Aquariums line the walls, well dressed
people, livily colors and get this a Starbuck's in the lobby.Another thing is you know the class of
the area you live in by the nature of the junk mail you get. When I used to live in the ghetto I got
mail from the Rent To Own Places, Pay Day Loan Stores and Check Cashing Services. I was too
smart to fall into any of those fiscal traps. In my current upper income address, I get mail for
cruises, upscale retailers, tons of upscale food stores, upscale resturants and get this I get
regular mail from the local tanning studio offering me free tanning sessions (I'm a black man,
Maybe I should go just once just to see the looks on their faces!) Funny thing is I am a black man
who is already tanned naturally so the ad's are not well targeted. I even went to a big box
building supply store in a ghetto neighborhood because; it was close to the Baltimore Metro I
use since I do not drive due to disability. I brought $500.00 worth of paint for my home. The
sales person was sort of lazy at first till he found out my address then he gave me better service.
Funiest thing about class I ever encountered occured when I went to meet an autistic friend of
mine who was getting section 8 housing at the housing assistance office. I was in a strange city
so I chartered a limo service to take me to the correct location and walk with me to the
appointment. Clients waiting for services thought I was a housing developer and were asking
me if I "Took Section 8 Vouchers!" The section 8 housing staff treated me like visiting royality.
My friend who was waiting all morning from the time they opened at 8 AM till I arrived at 11 AM.I
showed up looking somewhat upper class and suddenly the staff was ready to see us both. I



told the Section 8 people why we were there and the paper work was done in minutes and I
mean real minutes like maybe five minutes max. Turns out some of the people at the office knew
of my autism related work and liked me. The saw my driver and assumed I must be well off. I got
treated extremely well just because people felt I was high class. I get taken to the front of long
lines so I do not have to wait at events. I get driven to events and never have to worry about
parking. I was visiting a large urban area that had a large visible homeless population. I was
riding in a limo and out of my windows I saw men digging through the trashcans until the winders
darkened to the point I could no longer see out of the windows. Tiny lights came on in the limo. I
was given food, a computer with internet access and fine drink until we reached our destination.
My assistant appologized for my being allowed to see people rummaging through garbage. I
though t to myself it's no wonder rich people are so clueless about the struggles of the truly
poor. When images of human suffering appear before them the limo's and their staff can tune
them out.Class Matters because; the rich can live in such isolation that it lets them believe the
poor no longer exist. I live in an area so nice that if you wanted you would never have to look in
the face of a poor person unless you count the people who deliver your food. Class Matters
opened my eyes to what I knew all along or suspected but none-the-less Class Matters was a
rude awakening. It only gets dull near the end where it spouts all the logic behind the insights it
shares about Class in the USA. This book is not deep in its probing of Class in America but its
depth is sufficient to keep most people interested. The book is written in a way that presents
people of all classes in a fascinating realistic ways. The Class matters plays no favorites if
portrays rich poor black white and all in between with the same balance and candor. Class
Matters lets the ellements that define class speak for themselves and the reader can judge for
themselves.Weirdest thing about class is today race is not the huge divide it used to be. When
at the office I work with people who are well off. If I get sick they refer me to their expensive but
very good doctors. When I get a referral from a expensive specialist its to a doctor of equal
exclusivity in the speciality I need. Medicine for the upper classes is like a closed exclusive
society and that proves class matters.Now I have great medical insurance, an awesome job and
a nice life.”

N. B. Kennedy, “Good book of personal stories, but needs to be updated. This book was
required summer reading my son's rising sophomore year. I was thrilled he was being asked to
read a nonfiction book, as fiction dominates the high school curriculum. The SAT is almost all
based on nonfiction, so I don't know why students aren't being prepared to understand and
evaluate nonfiction.The chapters in this book alternate between stories of individual Americans
and statistics-heavy essays identifying and analyzing trends affecting the "class structure" of the
United States. I found the personal stories more engaging, but the essays do provide a
backbone for the anecdotes.Most of the stories were well-balanced in presenting people in all
their complexity. I did think that in several profiles of people in the lower and working classes, the
issue of personal responsibility was too lightly handled (e.g., the Mexican restaurant worker who



spends $75/wk on lottery tickets and drinks most nights after work instead of going home to his
family; the single mother who had six kids with five different fathers). My son didn't catch the
references until I pointed them out.I would have liked an essay about a person who consistently
displays a high level of personal responsibility. Are people like that able to rise through the
classes? I personally know of a couple that came to the U.S. from the Philippines, worked 13
years to get their green cards and citizenships -- cutting no corners -- and then worked six years
to bring their adopted child into the States. They had the support and encouragement of their
church, are a solid middle class family today, and the child is now in college and likely to start
his adult life in the middle class.The book also should be updated if it continues to be required
reading in school. One essay talks glowingly about how more people can achieve the American
Dream of home ownership... because of subprime mortgage lending! With its 2005 publishing
date, the book predates the subprime mortgage crisis and the resulting home foreclosures that
ravaged the lower and working classes and sent the country reeling into a recession. In our
school district, a personal finance class is required to graduate. All of our students' classes
should be sending out appropriate and up-to-date messages.”

The book by Ayinde Howell has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 179 people have provided feedback.
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